
The Alumni Relations team 
believes in our partnership  
with volunteers. Serving as 
ambassadors, volunteers expand 
our reach to all members of  
the Lehigh community. In 
collaboration with staff, 
volunteers contribute their 
talent, skills, leadership, and 
passion to advance the 
university’s mission. 

Lehigh University Alumni Association  
Volunteer Impact for Fiscal Year 2014

Recruit prospective students 

Serve on a board or council

Plan regional events

Lead an affinity group

Engage and fundraise with former athletes 

Recruit students for professional opportunities 

Serve as a student leader

Fundraise and
 plan reunions

= fifty volunteers

How volunteers impact  
Lehigh University
During fiscal year 2014, 2,694 volunteers 
contributed approximately 82,000 hours 
of service, which equates to $1.8 million in 
labor hours. 

2,694 
volunteers

82,000 
hours

What volunteers do

“ I was the only one of five children to attend 

a university, and my parents did not have the 

financial means to provide for my education.  

The generosity of Lehigh alumni and friends 

made it possible for me to enjoy a great 

campus experience, make lifelong friends, 

and build a rewarding professional career.  

My volunteer work since then has helped 

Lehigh provide financial aid to other students 

in need.  I’ve also encouraged others to get 

involved by supporting fundraising efforts 

and reunion planning. I see the impact that 

Lehigh faculty, staff, students, and alumni 

have on our nation, and the world, and want 

to do my part to help drive those results.”   

–  Lance Bell ’79, Class Correspondent
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2,694 total volunteer roles

677 or 25% volunteers hold multiple roles

2,017 unique volunteers

The most volunteer roles held by an individual is 8 by a  
graduate of the 1940s.

“ A monetary donation 

never felt quite satisfying 

enough—I needed 

to get involved on a 

personal level. Being able 

to leave a noticeable 

impression on Lehigh is 

what motivates me to 

volunteer. I have been 

filled with a purpose 

and feel more like a 

true alumnus than ever 

before. There’s a number 

of ways to give back to 

LU; you just have to find 

‘your’ way. I found mine 

in volunteering.”   

–  Mike Ziolkowski ’04, 
Lehigh Healthcare Network
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“ I initially started with the 

intention of business 

networking, but it has 

grown into so much 

more. Seeing all the great 

programs and projects 

Lehigh is spearheading, I 

want to help contribute 

and make a difference to 

the Lehigh Community 

and the world at large.”   

–  Sara Nowlin ‘99,  
15th Reunion  
Committee Member

Impact Statements

Alumni Admissions Outreach represented Lehigh at 47 college fairs across the 

U.S. and internationally and conducted 450 alumni interviews.

Affinity groups brought more than 1,300 alumni together through events based 

on professional and individual interest or student experience. Membership has increased 

compared to the last two years at more than 5,000 members.  

More than 250 Athletics Partnership volunteers reconnected former athletes to current 

programs through events and outreach. The volunteers helped raise $2.1 million to 

enhance the student-athlete experience. 

The Awards Committee recognized 16 outstanding Alumni Award winners, 

as well as exceptional undergraduate and graduate students, faculty, and staff.

More than 270 alumni returned to campus to interview students for full-time, 

internship, and co-op positions. These alumni serve as advocates within their respective 

companies to hire Lehigh talent.

Class Leadership volunteers advocated “Come back, Give back” to their classmates, 

which resulted in 827 alumni coming back to Old South Mountain to participate in 

Alumni Weekend festivities. More than 1,900 donors participated philanthropically, 

raising more than $65 million for the University during their reunion campaigns.

Group scholarships—with the leadership of 11 volunteers—will support two 

students at Lehigh. The College of Business & Economics Group Scholarship and the  

Ryan Vernooy ‘09 Memorial Group Scholarship, which will benefit a Psi Upsilon brother.  

The LUAA Board of Directors—comprised of some of our most passionate 

ambassadors—worked to engage parents and families, graduate alumni, and the 

Lehigh volunteer community at large. 

Regional Club volunteers connected alumni to Lehigh through 101 events that  

engaged nearly 2,550 attendees in the past year. 

The Senior Alumni Council hosted three successful events this year, including their 

hallmark event—Back to the Classroom, which had 50 people in attendance.

Alumni volunteers and community members welcomed approximately 1,200 
students from the class of 2017 to Lehigh at the First Year Student Rally. The Lehigh-

Lafayette telecasts, coordinated by nearly 70 volunteer hosts, brought more than 

1,100 alumni together across the nation to watch college football’s most played Rivalry.

The Young Alumni Council collaborated with the Brown & White to profile seven 

young alumni and their “Life after Lehigh.” 



“ Volunteering helps keep 

alumni engaged and 

shows Lehigh pride, 

no matter where you 

are in the country. It 

allows alumni to meet 

each other and make 

connections with 

people of all ages and 

experiences. It brings 

alumni together while 

also helping promote 

the University through 

engagement.”   

–  Shannon Groves 
’05, Lehigh Club of 
Philadelphia

“ By staying connected 

to Lehigh, I feel like 

my work helps to give 

alumni a voice in the 

things they’d like to see 

from their alma mater 

and helps to keep alumni 

connected to South 

Mountain.”  

–  Ashley Sciora ‘11 ‘13G, 
Young Alumni Council

Ignite LU!
Ignite LU is a powerful network of philanthropy that spotlights Lehigh 

student and young alumni group fundraising initiatives. Through this 

crowdfunding platform, the Lehigh University community and beyond 

has the opportunity to connect with and support projects which are 

meaningful to them. Support from students, alumni, parents, and  

friends keeps these projects successful. Visit ignite.lehigh.edu for 

more information.

Looking to learn more about our volunteer 

programs and how you can get involved? 

Take a look at our new volunteer website, 

volunteer.lehigh.edu,for information about 

all of our available opportunities. And don’t 

forget to visit Lehigh’s blog, The Goblet, at 

www.lehighgoblet.com to get your fill of all 

things Lehigh.

More details about Volunteer Engagement at Lehigh can be found 

at mylehigh.lehigh.edu/volunteer or by contacting the team at 

volunteer@lehigh.edu!

Highlights for 2015


